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THIRD DAY. ing of practical righteousness was 
—_—., highly needful, and that repentance 
Morning Session, April 7. was in order. 


Singing. | Elder William M. Palmer addressed 
With all my powers of heart and tongue the Conference: There is a spirit in 
EI praise my Maker in my song, man by which the things of man are 
Angels shall hear the notes I raise, understood, but the things of God are 


Approve the song and join the praise. = only known by the Spirit of God. 
Prayer by President Angus M.Can- Hence the necessity of the Saints 
non being in possession of the Spirit of 


Singing: the Lord. The remarks of the pre- 
Shall I, for fear of feeble men, vious speaker are true, and queations 
The Spirit’s course in me restrain? treated by him are of mighty import- 
Or, undismayed in deed and word, ance tous. The influences brought to 
Be a true witness for my Lord. dear upon the people now for their 


Elder John Nicholson spoke on the destruction are similar to those which 
present situation of the Sai and were brought to bear upon the ancient 
entered into an elucidation the Saints in the days of Christ and the 
causes of the people of God being apostles. The kingdom of God will 
surrounded with perplexity. He not, however, be thrown down in 
showed the necessity of the people these days. There is no promise to 
being governed ia their course as indi- the effect that individuals will not be 
viduals. and as a community by the overthrown. Peter was enabled to 
principle of self-sacrifice, which was | say by the spirit of revelation, that 
the basis of Christianity. The incon- Jesus was Christ the Son of the living 
sistencies exbibited by many of the | God On the. rock of revelation the 
Elders ead Saints were veferred to, Lord): built His Church. This has 


the speaker holding that the preach- been, done in our day, and it cannot 
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be successfully demolished. The prim- 
itive Church was prevailed against. 
That is not to be the case with it as 
established in the latter days, as pro- 
phetically referred to by Jesus. The 
spenker gave a lucid explanation of 
the introduction of the fullness of the 
everlasting Gospel, with all its gifts, 
powers and authority, through the 
ropbet Joseph Smith. He quoted 
gely from the Scriptures in sup- 
port of bis statements. It was shown 
that the Lord proposed to purge’ out 
the hypocrite from Zion, and cleanse 
her frum all impurity. Those who 
oppose her progress do not always ap- 
pear to do so actively; they injure her 
cause by seeking the attainment of 
selfish ends rather than the advance- 
ment of the general weal. They muke 
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their inheritances, but in relation to 
the welfare of the Saints. Yet I feel 
serene, as God will overrule all things, 
But this does not exonerate any one 
for pursuing a fovlish course. It 
seems as if it was the plan of our Fa- 
ther to teach the people by experience 
the necessity of adopting the princi- 
ple of self-sacrifice. There are many 
who have apparently received the 
Gospel who overlook the principle of 
self-sacrifice, and seek their own ad- 
vantage in place of that of the com- 
munity. There are certain principles 
that have to be incorporated within 
vur comprehension. This is one that 
we have to learn. The Savior made 
it the corner-stone of our salvation. 
Of late Satan has studied the affairs 
of this people with a cunning eye, and 


merchandise of the things of the king- we have been to some extent like an- 


dom of heaven. The Scriptures show 
that this land was intended as a pos- 
session for the Saints. Why should it 
not be the special object ot every Lat- 
ter-day Saint to establish His work 
here according to His design, and not 
take a course to thwart that purpose. 
The crimes and follies of the world 
are being introduced here, and we 
must be careful not to use our influ- 
ence in favor of their spread. 

The above is necessarily an incom- 
plete synopsis of Elder Palmer's re- 
marks, which contained many excel- 
lent ideas. He bore testimony to 
having received a witness of the truth. 

Elder Karl G. Maeser: The Saints 
have come from various parts of Zion, 
and the time to be spent bere in Con- 
ference is precious. All that is spoken 
must be to the point, that the people 
may carry away treasures of wisdom. 
In this way good may be accomplished 
under the guidance of the Spirit of 
the Lord. The testimonies this morn- 
ing have gone through me like living 
fire, I testify to their truth, My 
labors ever since I became identified 
with this work have been before small 
audiences, and especially the youth. 
My testimony of the truth of this 
work is always with me. I hope it 
will remain to the end of my days. 


While listening this morning many 
ideas passed through my mind. My 
soul was filled with anxiety at the 
foolish course some of the brethren 
were taking; not only in reference to 


cient Israel in the absence of Moses. 
Some of us have begun to build the 
golden calf and worship it. Is there 
one so poor and low down in the scale 
of esteem as to exercise no influence 
over anybody! If there are none such 
as this there is influence you can ex- 
ercise. For its use each and all will 
be held responsible. In behalf of the 
youth I implore that you lead out in 
an example that can be followed by 
your children, that your memory | 
be held in blessed remembrance. 
know of men who bave been spending 
years and years for the accumulation 
of wealth. Many men of God have 
been rich and powerful like Abraham 
of old. To them I do not refer, I 
allude to those who have been ab- 
sorbed in the pursuit of wealth, and 
have in consequence lost their chil- 
dren. They stand alone like a tree in 
the desert. This is a sad spectacle. 
May the Lord bless the leaders and 
the fathers in Israel and all the Saints. 

The choir sang: 

Guide us, O thou J 
Saints — the 

Adjourned till 2 p. m. 

Benediction by Patriarch John 
Smith. 


Afternoon Session, 2 p. m. 
Singing: 

Hark! ye mortals. Hist! be still, 

Voices Cumorah’s hill, 

Break the silence of the tomb, 

Penetrate the dreadful gloom. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Prayer by Elder Elias Morris. 
The hymn beginning as follows was 
sung: 
Who are these arrayed in white, 
Brighter than the noonday sun, 


Foremost of the sons of light, 


Nearest the eternal throne ? 


Bishop Orson F. Whitney read in a 
clear and distinct voice the following 


EPISTLE. 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints in General Conference 
assembled: — 


Dax BRETHREN AND SISTERS. 


At each of the past six General 
Conferences of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Suiots, there 
has been an Epistle from the Presi- 
dency of the Church read to the as- 
sembled officers and Saints, and pub- 
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four years, and which still confront 
us, are new even in our experience, 
They have come upon us in a new 
shape. Originating in the same source, 
prompted by the same spirit, and de- 
signed for the same end, as other plans 
which have been put into operation 
for our injury and overthrow, the pre- 
sent attack which is made upon us 
differs largely in many of its features 
and methods from anything we have 
ever had to encounter. We have been 
led to expect from the beginning that 
as the work of God grew and devel- 
oped in the earth, the resistance to it 
would become more formidable and 
widespread, would increase in inten- 
sity aad vigor, and bring into anta- 
gonism to it more influential powers, 
This has ever been the voice of pro- 


phecy and testimony unto us concern- 
ing the future of the work of God 


lished for the benefit of those who 


were prevented from being present at 
the Conference. The reasons for this 


are well known to the Church and the 


world. A number of the apostles have 
been unable to personally attend these 
Conferences or other open gatherings. 
Their voices have not been heard in- 
structing, encouraging, strengthening 
and warning the Saints, or in the dis- 
charge of the other public duties 
which devolve upon them in connec- 
tion with their ministry. It was pro- 


per, therefore, that Epistles should be 


written to the Church in which coun- 
selcould be given and testimony be 
borne. While this condition of affairs, 
so far as these apostles are concerned, 
still remains unchanged, the instruc- 
tions upon general subjects in the pre- 
vious Epistles are so copious, and ap- 
ply so directly to the entire lives and 
surroundings of the Su,ints, that we 
deem it not necessary to repeat them 
at the present time or to write a 
lengthy Epistle. 

o people of whom we have any 
knowledge have been called upon to 
pass through such scenes and to have 
such a peculiar experience as the Lat- 
ter-day Saints, he trials and diffi- 
culties we have had to contend with, 
so numerous and so varied in char- 
acter, have scarcely been equalled in 
our generation. But those we have 
had to meet during the past three or 


which we have espoused. If, then, 
we have not been prepared for these 
trials which we now have to overcome, 


it has not been because we have not 
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been warned of their approach. By 
the testimony of His Spirit, and by 
the voices of His faithful servants, 
God has given His people ample time 
for preparation. And the Latter-day 
Saints who have lived so as to enjoy 
the spirit of their religion have ex- 
pected, and have prepared themselves 
to meet, such trials as have come upon 
us, and others which may yet be in 
reserve for us before the tinal victory 
is achieved over Satan and the embat- 
tled powers of darkness. 

It is this pre-knowledge which God 
has given concerning His work, and 
which He constantly imparts as it is 
needed to His people, which is one of 
the chief causes of the strength << 
sessed by the Latter-day Saints. Itis 
the principle of revelation from the 
Head of the Church to the Charch 
itself—a principle which in its opera- 
tion is not confined to one or to 
three men, or to twelve men; but is 
extended to every individual in the 
Church, in gréater or less d as 
each one chooses to avail himself of it. 
There is an appointed way, however, 
by which revelation from the Lord for 
the government of His Church is re- 
ceived. There is but one man on the 
earth, at a time, who holds this power. 
But every individual member has the 
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privilege of receiving revelation from | causes which have relegated them to 
the Lurd for his guidance in bis own | Seclusion have had the effect to kee 
affairs, and to testify to bim concern- | many Presidents of Stakes and their 
ing the correctness of public'teachings coun p end thew oun- 
and movements. selors, as High ‘Counstiers and 
The great promise which accom- | other active ‘men in ‘tire r 
panies the preaching of the Gospel, as from officiating in their cuflings. The 
revealed from heaven in our day, is people bave felt the absence of these 
that the Holy Ghost will be bestowed men and the lors of their teachings 
upon the sincerely penitent who obey and guidance, But has the Lord, on 
its holy ordinances. Through the Holy this account, forgotten His people? 
Ghost a knowledge of things past, No, certainly not. The prayers of 
: t and to come is communicated, the faithful men of God, who have 
and the mind and will of the Father been prevented from miaisteriag to 
made known. In this way the Al- the people, and whose hegsts have 
mighty reveals His purposes to these been full of love and earneat desire 
who obey His commandments, and for their welfare, have been constantly 
whose lives are pure and acceptable offered to the Lord that He would 
before Him, so that they can be pre- have mercy on His flock, that He 
pared for all the events and trials that would make up to them, by the more 


may lie in their pathway. 


f there are any members of the 
Church who do not know by their own | 
experience that this is true, they may 
be assured that they do not live up to 


their privileges. All Saints should be 
in clese communion with the Holy 
Ghest, and, chrough it, with the Fa- 
ther, or there is danger of their being 
overcome of evil and falling by the 
wayside, 

We, therefore, say to the Latter-day 
Saints: The Holy Ghost will not dwell 
an an unholy taberuable. If you would 
enjoy the full powers and gifts of your 
religion, you must be pure. If you 
are guilty of weaknesses, follies and 
sims, you must repent of them; that 


is, you must thoroughly forsake them. 


In no other way can we please God. 
Man of holiness” is His name, und 
He delights in the efforts of His chil- 

We feel led to speak in this strain 
for the reason that while the Latter- 
day Saints, in order to prosper in their 
religien and to increase in the kuow- 
tedge-of God, must always live elose to 
Him, the present is an extraordinary 


time which appears to uire more 


help and strength from the Lord than 
usual, The Church has been left, as 
— 80 long a time before, with- 
out 


ber of she men to whem its members 


have looked fer instruetion and coun- 


sel. Not only has the number of the 
a who could minister in public 


ween greatly reduced, but the same 


abundant outpouring of His Ho 


udlie ministrations of a num- 


Spirit, for the deprivations to 
they have — an net hav- 
ing the presence of many of His ser- 
vants among them. 

The Savior said: It is impossible 
but that offenses will come; but,” be 
added, woe unto them thruugh 
they come.” In our case offenses 


have come, and it has appeared that 


we could not avoid them. Shall we 
not acknowledge the hand of God ia 
that which has taken place in our 
land and which affects us so deeply? 
We -who have seen in all our affairs, 
and in all the events which — 
pened to us, His ꝓrovidence so visibly 
manifested, must feel thut the occur - 
rences of the past three or four years 
have been permitted by Him dor a 
wise purpose. We cannot suppose 
that these happenings bave been by 
chance and without a desige. God 
has not so dealt with us in che past. 
Mysterious as have been many things 
when we had them to encounter, time 
has never failed to throw light upon 


and explain them. When they hap- 


ned we, perhaps, acknowledged the 
— of in them, because of 


the Lord having said we should do — 
but this was upon the principle 


faith. Afterwards, however, we have 


looked back to these e aud se- 
ing how wondrously God had -w 
we, in the fullness of our hearts a 
in view of the bave acknow- 


that God's hand was in all 


resulta, 
ledged, mot in faith, but in developed 
knowbedge, 
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that had occurred. So with the ex | we are now pursuing. To seme who 
perience, painful though it be, which | are inclined to despond and to take 
we are now gaining. | a gloomy view of affairs, the ship Zion 
God bara purpose to accomplish in may, perhaps, te be drifting 
itting the trextment which we away from its moorings, because 
ve received Whatever the result things are being done or movements 
to others whe have prompted and been | consented to which, to their eyes, 
active in pushing it, to us it cannot be tend disaster to us and to the work of 
anything but profitable and beneficial, | God. 
if wa receive it in the right spirit and There has always been a few among 
bear it patiently. One good effect i+ | us who have been filled with evil fore- 
apparent. The Latter-day S:inte are bodings, and who have failed to see 
compelled, perhaps to a greater extent the wisdom of Ged in the steps which 
than ever before, to think aud act for His people have been led to take. 
themselves, and not to depend so They have questioned and found fault 
much upon others to lead them. Some, with the counsel that has been given 
not having lived so as to have the and the measures which have been 
nce and guidance of the Holy adopted, and have asserted that re- 
d, may stumble and fall; but velation had ceased and the Sainte 
those who have lived up to their — were no longer guided by men to 
vileges will find that God has not for- whom God made known His will. 
— His promises, and has not left The Prophet Joseph, during his life- 


is people to themselves, nor without time, did not the criticism aad 
a testimony as to the course they | eensure of this e He was often 
should pursue. accused of being a fallen, prophet and 


The pathway of the people of God of leading the Churchastray. During 
has been beset with difticulties. They the long presidency of President Boig- 
have been enviruned with dangers. ham Young, the same charges were 
Dirk clouds have almost enshrouded made, and many apostatized because 
them. But amidst all these, the still, | they believed, us they stated, that he 
small voice of the Spirit of God has was no longer led by tha, Lord, Ex- 
been His Saints have had a perience has proved that in all such 
testimony from Him that the course cases those who make these accusa 
they have been led to take isthe right tions are themselves in the dark. 
one and that He will never fail to But the faithful people—those who 
make known His mind and will to | have lived strictly in accordance with 
them so long as they live upto His their profession as Saints aad with 

uiremrents. the requirements of the Gospel—have 

t appears plain that it is God's not been assailed by doubts ef this 
purpese to suffer His Siints to be character. There might be many 
thoroughly tried and tested, so that | things which they could not elearl 
they may prove their integrity and | understand, the reasons for whic 
know the character of the foundation might not be fully apparent to them 
upon which they bnild. Many things | at the time; but possessing the Spirit 
have occurred during the last twelve of God, and being led by it, . 
months, which are well adupted to trusted in the Lord and felt satiafi 
test the fuith and integrity of the to leave the manngement of Hie king- 
people. It does not seem possible dom and its affairs to His supreme 
that those who do not Five so as to wisdum. Time developed to their 
have the light of the Holy Ghost shin- | minds the correctness of the course 
ing in their souls can escape dowhts | which the Caurch had been led to 
and fears concerning the work of God. | adopt. This has oecured so frequent 
So many things have occurred which | im ear eareer that the instances wi 
are entirely different to pre-conceived | readily suggest themselves to those 
potiens as to the course tht would | familiar with our history. In this 
be taken in building up Zion that way, hewever, the faith of the people 
each one needs to have a knowledge has been constantly tested. 
of himself to elearly understand that The Apostié Joha, in speaking to 
God is leading us in the path which | the Saints in his day, said: But the 


— 
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anoin which ye have received of 
bim abideth in you, and ye need not 
that any man teach you: but as the 
game anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye shall 


abide in him.” 


The Saints in our day have received 
this same anointing and they should 
be in a position to not be dependent 


upon man to teach and tell them that 
which is right. They have had a flood 
of instruction given to them in days 
that are past. This instruction bas 
covered the entire policy of building 
up the kingdom of God on the earth. 
Of this continued instruction they 
have been to a great extent deprived 
of late. It has appeared to be the 
design of Providence that they should 
be left to show to the heavens, to each 
other and to the world whether the 
truths they have been taught have 
had the proper effect upon them, or 
not—whether when left to a certain 
extent to themselves they will be 
— in their daily lives and acts 
principles principles to the truth 
of which testimony bus been borne by 
the Holy Ghost — or by the spirit and 
customs of Babylon by which they are 
surrounded, but from which they are 
supposed to be gathered out. 
he present is an appropriate time 
for each member of the Church to in- 
dulge in self-examination—to measure 
his conduct and life in the full light 
of the heavenly principles revealed to 
us. Ours is no ordinary calling. 
Great and privileges 
have been bestowed upon us. To us, 
as a people, has been entrusted the 
— and glorious lu bor of laying the 
oundation of the kingdom of God 
upon the earth. Every act of our 
lives should be performed with this 
in view. Nothing should be done by 
eny one calling himself a Latter-day 
Saint that will conflict with the policy 
which God bas announced as proper 
to be adopted in establishing that 
kingdom. In this connection there 
are questions which each one should 
ask himself: Do I, in all my words 
and influence and in all the transac- 
tions of my life, constantly keep be- 
fore me the advancement und pros- 
perity of the Zion of God as the first 
and most important consideration! 
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Do I, through covetousness or a desire 


for personal profit and advantage, 
depart from that line of conduct 
which God, through His Spirit and 
the teachings of His servants, has said 
His Saints should follow? I, by 
my words and acts, set such an exam- 
ple before my family that my children 
will grow up to manhood and woman- 
hood fully imbued with a love of Zion 
and with an understanding of the 
rinciples upon which Zion will be 
uilt up. 
Many more questions of a similar 
character each one can ask himself in 
the process of self-examination. If 
these can be answered correctly, there 
need be no fears indulged in concern- 
ing the effect of the Eamunds-Tucker 
law, the confiscation suits, the state 
movement, the “ boom,” as it is called, 
or any other, measure which may be 
adopted either in favor of or against 
the Zion of God. Respecting all these 
movements, about which there is more 
or less agitation and concern and per- 
haps excitement, there need be no 
fears it the Latter-day Saints will 
only be true to the covenants they 
have made with their God and strictly 
carry out the principles which He has 
told us must govern us in the building 
up of His Zion. 


If, however, we forget our covenants, 
and depart from and disregard the 
teachings which He has given us, then 
be assured, Latter-day Saints, our 
position is full of peril to us, God’s 
purposes will not thwarted; but 
we shall be scourged, and those who 
persist in this course will be rejected 
aud be deprived of all sbare in the 
blessings promised to Zion. Where 
those professing to be Latter-day 
Saints knowingly and flagrantly act in 
contravention of the cuunsels which 
He bus given us, then we have cause 
to fear, and the plots of the wicked 
against us, joined by the foulish, diso- 
bedience und rebellion of pro- 
ſessed Saints, become a serious men- 
ace to the peace, prosperity and pro- 
gress of Zion. 

Praying the Lord to endow every 
officer of the Church who desires to 
magnify his calling, with every gift 
and qualitication which belongs to the 
Priesthood which he bears, and to fill 
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the members of the Church with the all ages. The Lord showed Abraham 


Holy Ghost and its gifts, the intelligences He had organized 
_ Lremain your Brother and Servant | before the world was, and showed 
in Christ Jesns, other prophets His work from begin- 
Wir.rorp Wooprvrr, ning to end. Enoch was informed 

In behalf of the Quorum of the Twelve. that the inhabitants of the Holy City 
April 6, 1888. that bears his name would descend in 
— the latter days and join with the new 


After the reading of the Epistle in Jerusalem on the earth, and the meet- 
the afternoon session, Bishop O. F. ing would be one of great joy. Are 
Whitney spoke substantially as fol- we asleep that we can sit down and 

ws: devote ourselves to the pleasures and 

It is the request of President Snow ways of this world with such a stern 
that I should occupy a portion of the | and glorious prospect before us? How 
time in speaking. I assure you I do is it with us Siiuts, especially in Salt 
this only in the hope that you will Lake City? The line of demarcation 
sustain me by your faith and prayers, which divides the Church of Christ 
that what I may say may be the off- | from the world grows thinner and 
spring of the Spirit of Trath. There | thinner every day. We are “living 
is no sul.ject of such importance as after the manner of the world.“ We 
the possession of the Holy Ghost. To | have gathered from the four quarters 
secure it has been strongly enjoined | of the earth in obedience to the com- 
Qpon us by the Epistle which you mand of God “Come out of her my 
have just heard read. We have been people.” But no one who listened to 
left in the darkness of this world with | the words spoken here this morning 
this Spirit as our guide. We bave can fail to see that object of the 
been left of late more than ever before gathering is being partially destroyed. 
to listen to its promptings, We are It behooves us to call a halt, and obey 
told that there is a light that lighteth | the words of this Epistle. We must 
every man that cometh into the world. | come out of Babylon morally and 
Wherever we go we will find the off- | spiritually as well as physically. Let 
spring of God manifesting this light us ask God to purge us, even though 
in various degrees of intensity. The it bring us into the dust of penitence, 
great difference between the Saints It is better that we should suffer here 
and the rest of mankind is that a rather than be placed at a disadvan- 
channel of communication has been | tage hereafter. We may well heed 
opened up between heaven and earth. the wise counsel of the servants of 
The priesthood has been restored and God; of the Holy Spirit, which dwells 
by the power thereof men have gone not im unclean temples. This is the 
abrond preaching a restored Gospel. day of the coming of Jesus Christ, the 
It is the same Gospel that was preach- King of kings. A work of prepara- 
ed and practised in olden times. It tion is in progress. We are supposed 
was possessed by Adam, Noah, Abra- to have come here to pave the way 
ham, Moses and other holy men. It for that event. We are the children 
was taken from the earth in the days of Abraham. If we were to inherit 
of Moses because of hardness of heart | the same blessings as were promi 
and unbelief of the people, and the | to him, we must do his works. We 
law of carnal commandments left, must be as unflinching and obedient 
that the descendants of the ancients | as he was iu the face of every trian 
might be prepared for the fulness of | obstacle and opposition. How wil 
the Gospel in later times. Tuis time | the heavens weep if we fail to perform 
the Gospel will never be taken from | our mission. The Son of God speak- 
the earth until ic is redeemed. Tue ing to His disciples said: “e are 
Saints are required to prepire for the | the salt of the earth, but if the salt 
coming of Christ when He shall come | hath lost its savor wherewith shall it 
in power and great glory to take the be salted?” Bzcause God has said 
reins of goveroment; and this globe | this work shall stand forever, this 
will be celestialized and become the | does not give tis a license to be indif- 
eternal home of the people of God of | ferent and neglect to fulfill our great 
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wission. High sounding words may | are all men known. 8 
be pleasing to the ear, but “faithful | and teachings should be such 

ave the wounds of a friend.” A man they will preserve our children. If 
in a day like this is not faithful in his | they are lost because of our unright- 
calling who does not warn his neigh- | eous course, we will be held responsi- 
Bor and search and reprove his own ble. Many young people of honored 
soul. We came to the earth to learn names in Israel are growing up in 
@ great lesson. We are sent here to ignorance of the Gospel and doing 
be proved to see if we will do every- | ev ing almost that God hes for- 
thing required of us. This does not bidden. The harvest will be mi 
mean that we shall be swayed to and and disaster. On the other ha 


Spirit of the Lord that incites to seek every mountain and hill be made 
the attainment of selfish objects. low.” The haughty and proud and 
Sometimes we may be led to mistake they who do wickedly will be brought 
the spirit by which we are actuated, down and the poor and the meek shall 
by practicing self-deception. There be exalted; hence in many instances 
are three distinct spirits, alluded to the first shall be last and the last shall 
by the Prophet Joseph—the Spirit of | be first. Liberty, equality, fraternity 
God, leading upward; the spirit of | should be the watchwords of the hour, 
Satan, leading downward, and the | and our aim and effort the establish- 
spirit of man susceptible of being ment of that order of unity and right. 
operated upon by either of those two, | eousness that will prepare the world 
but man has power to resist the | for the coming of the great King. 
promptings of the tempter, hence the The choir sang: 

agency and responsibility. That The Battle Hymn of Israel. 
which persuddeth men to do good Benediction by Elder Lorenzo D. 
is from God, for Satan persuadeth no Young. 

man to do good, and their fruits 


We cam blindly follow Providence and ask no questions when we are led toward wealth, 
but when we are led toward poverty our theology gives way and we suddenly begin to 
doubt. 


To sit quiet even though what is going on wearies you is again. Buds do not come up 
in a day, and if you wait you may find flowers where only a little while ago you thought 
it was all barren waste. Your strength, as was Israel's, is to sit still. 


A Valar Posstsston.—A young man will be heard complaining of his slertder 
gains and the slowness of his progress in the world. He does not consider in his balance 
sheet of profits that, if his conduct is good, he is all the time gaining character as well as 
money, and perhaps much more of the one than the other, and thereby adding, year by 
year, a step to the ladder by which he is ultimately to reach the great object of his wishes. 
One who has been so unfortunate as to lose all of his substantial possessions will be 
spoken of as ruined, and will perhaps think himself so, which is worse; but he should 
remember that; with character preserved, he has a cork-jacket sufficient stil] to keep him 
afioat. A man may live long and see no apparent advantage arising from his good 
character; but let some unfortunate circumstance take place, and he will soon become 
aware of its value. 


| fro by every wind of doctrine. | many are serving . are ; 
means that we shall do everything and being taught the principles of the 
that God requires. We cannot serve Gospel of Christ. Their prospect is a 
| God and Mammon. Where our trea- glorious one. Life is a serious mat- 
sure is there will our heart be also, | ter, yet some people act as if they 
In relation to the commands of God viewed it as a gigantic joke. This is 
we should be as clay in the hands of a day of preparation. The voice is 
the potter. Our selfish inclination calling: Prepare ye the way of the 
may often rebel against that course. Lord; make His paths straight. 
We | flatter ourselves that it is the | | shall be exalted and 
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A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. 


— 
Seme millions nust be wrong, that’s pretty clear. 
Or old indulge man with a second > saad 


mall refreshment from the spheres. —Brron. 


Far mankind is in need of 4 new witness for God is evident. The irreli- 
gion of the times; the steady progress of infidelity in Christian lands; the 
disagreement among professing Christian people on the principles of religion, 
resulting in the multiplication of sects; the absence of a living, active faith 
in God and the Gospel of His Son even among professing Christians, prove 
our statement to be true. 

The position of the Christian world to-day is analogous to that of the Jews 
at the advent of the Son of God among them. To the forefathers of the 
Jews had been committed a system of religion, a code of morals, and an 
order of government which reflected the wisdom, justice, goodness and power 
of its Author—God. But they and their children perverted that religion, no 
longer lived in the spirit of its moral teachings, and through transgr-ssion 
were deprived of their God-given government; so that the advent of tite 
Messiah found them in bondage, and following the dead letter of a perverted 
religion—paying tithes on mint and anise and cummin, but omitting the 
weightier matters of the law, fudgment, mercy and faith; making long 
prayers on the street corners to be heard of men, but at the same time rob- 
bing widows’ houses; mating the outside of the platter clean, but within 
they were full of extortion and excesses; garnishimg the tombs of the pro- 
phets of former days, yet slaying those whom God sent as His messengers to 
them; boasting themselves of the seed of Abraham, yet negfecting to do the 
works of Abraham; pridimg themselves in the law given by God to their 
fathers, yet making the law of no effect by their traditions: Such was the 
condition of the Jews nineteen centuries ago—such is the condition of fhe 
Christians of to-day. 

To the fathers was the Gospef of the Son of God committed in its purity, 
simpfleity and power; Bat as years rofled on and the voices of inspired pro- 
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phets and apostles were hushed in death, the Gospel was perverted. Dam- 
nable heresies were privily brought into the Church, and the way of truth 
was evil spoken of; refusing longer to endure sound doctrine, and having 
itching ears, the people heaped to themselves teachers, and the truth was 
turned to fables; of themselves men arose teaching perverse things to draw 
away disciples after them. And thus were the laws of the Gospel trans- 
gressed, its ordinances changed and the covenant broken; and such was the 
mingling of pagan philosophy with the few truths of the Gospel that remained, 
that even their lustre was neurly eclipsed. 

Succeeding generations floundering in the darkness, multiplied the errors 
of those who had gone before them; schism seems only to have begotten 
schism, until the Christian religious world is split up in'o conflicting factions, 
nothing but confusion remains, and mankind are being fed upon the dry 
husks of a man-arranged and dead theology. 

I may be charged with severity in making this arraignment of the Christian 
world, but examination will prove that it is no more severe than it is true. 
Instead of that unity existing among the Christians which the whole tenor 
of Scripture leads us to expect will be one of the characteristics of the Church 
of Christ, and which is one of the signs of her divinity, we find confusion 
confuunded and the whole fabric split up into contending secis. Ins:ead of 
an inspired priesthood, consisting of apostles, prophets, seventies, elders, 
bishops, etc., with a direct communication with the heavens 2ither through 
holy angels or the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, we have various forms of 
church government devised by man, more or less elaborate and learned, but 
lacking both a commission from God and the inspiration of heaven. Instead 
of a faith which lays hold of and enjoys the gifts and graces connected with 
the Gospel of the Son of God, such as the gift of knowledge, wisdow, faith, 
healing the sick, prophecy, descerning of spirits, etc.; the mistaken mini- 
sters of modern Curistendum teach their followers that these spiritual 
powers, so characteristic of the ancient Saints, are no longer to be enjoyed; 
and to excuse their absence, tell their duj.es they are no longer needed. Thus 
instead of contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the Saints, as 
admonished by the Scriptures to do, they are taught not to contend for it; 
nay, they are told it is uot needed. Instead of posses ing the Holy Ghost, 
which not only brings peace, joy, love, gentlen:ss, goodness, meckness and 
temperance; but al-o guides into all truth, teaches all things, testifics that 
Jesus is the Christ—so that man may not be left in uncertainty on so grave 
a question—takes of the things of the Father and reveals it unto man, and 
shows him things to come—in fact is the very spirit of prophecy, and the 
power by which the Scriptures were written—but instead of possssing that 
spirit, and rejoicing in the manifestations of its highest and noblest powers, 
Christians, and especially the ministers of Christendom, tell us it was never 
intended that the Holy Ghost should continuously bestuw upon man these 
extraordinary God-given powers. That, however, is an assumption on their 
part, pure and simple, for which there is not only no warrant in Scripture, 
but it is contrary to the whole tenor and spirit of the word of God. . 

Thus the heaven-born religion of Jesus Christ bas been degraded to a mere 
form of godliness lacking the power thereof. Unbelief in the churches is 
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common and constantly increasing. Proving that the evidence which con- 
vinced and satisfied the fathers is not sufficient to produce the same result 
in the children. Christianity of to-day is losing its power as a religion: it is 
as a social institution rather than a religion that it exercises whatever of force 
it still possesses. It stands on nationality, on tradition rather than upon faith. 

I would not be understood as saying there is nothing good or true in the 
religious sects of modern Christendom. Long after the sun sinks below our 
horizon his light is seen gilding the mountain tops and the clouds floating 
in the placid sky of evening; and we enjoy for some time the glorious though 
subdued light he leaves behind. So it is with the religion of Jesus Christ. 
The Son of God brought such a splendid system of religious and moral truth 
into the world, that it flooded the whole earth with its glory; and though 
men corrupted with their vain and false philosophy His Gospel—departed 
from its principles and precepts, making it of no effect through their tradi- 
tions, and burying its lustre under the rubbish of human superstition and 
folly—yet they could not altogether destroy the gems of truth it here and 
there left behind it. And those tru:hs, like diamonds amid unsightly heaps 
of debris, have attracted the attention of men of noblest minds and superior 
intellects, who have been so enraptured with the fragments of the Gospel 
they found that they imagined they had discovered the entire mine, instead 
of a few detached gems; and have founded systems of religion which in- 
corporate within their structures some of the principles taught by the Son of 
God. So far, so good. But as all the rays of artificial light which man can 
create, if condensed into one ray, would not make a sun; so if ull the truths 
held by Christian sects were brought tozethtr into one organization, they 
would not make up that perfect system of truth known as the Guspel of 
Jesus Christ. None but God can restore that in its fullness. 

Nor would I, in the strictures I make respecting the religious world, be 
understood as even hinting that there are not tens und hundreds of thou- 
sands of both men and women in the various sectarian churches who are 
sincere and devout in their worship, and who ure loved of God. But these 
are cases where individuals rise above their creeds, and u hose souls are 80 
deeply stirred by true veneration for God, and an honest effort to act in har- 
mony with the divine will, that in spite of false, dead systems of faith and 
powerless churches, they hold communion with God and are conscious of His 
approval. 

But, in order to stay the progress of infidelity, and close the mouths of 
blasphemers; to evangelizs the world and bring it to a unity of faith; to 
strengthen and confirm the faith of professing Christians; aud to infuse new 
ife into the religious world—a new witness for God is absulutely needed. 


And God has given it. R. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. } 


Men are constantly receiving the converts or renegades from another reli- 
— or party after the manner of the Prodigal Son. They hug him to their 
earts aud bestow upon him their best apparel, without taking care to uscer- 
tain how long it is since he was feeding upon the busks, or how soon he is 
likely to return and wallow with the swine—it is so easy and pleasant to 
believe that those who have come round to your — of thinking are excel - 


lent and deserving persons. Worthy and devout tants— people, too, 
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who are shrewd in other matters—are very liable to be taken in 
by the pretence of religious conversion; and, consequently, there are always 
a. set -monks and ex-nuns on offer as subjects charity and favor. 

Such are the remarks of the Evening Dispatch on the occasion of the “ ex- 
monk Widdows,” who has been industriously engaged for some time past in 
- “exposing” the supposed wickedness of Catholics, being sentenced to penal 
servitude at the Old Bailey. According to the Dispatch 

He is of the vilest of the vile, and has been proved so again and again 
before the courts of the country. And yet again and again he found good 
ne to tak» him up und e much of him, simply use he added to 

unspeakable offenses the last and the most repulsive touch tho. pret-nce 
of a religious sense so keen as t impel him to abandon his original faith, and 
go for'h on a crusade against its errors and abuses. Surely after this expo- 
sure there will be greater caution in taking ex-monks“ and the like at their 
own value. 

We are not sufficiently acquainted with the merits of this particular case to 
pass any judgment upon it, but the general principles set forth by the Dis 
patch in alluding to the subject, and the conclusion arrived at, implyedly at 
least, viz: that great caution should be exercised in receiving the statements 
of such persons - only taking them at their own value—we are most heartily 
in accord with. It would be well, too, if the press of England, and all good 
people everywhere, would remember that this lin- of defense applies to the 
Latter-day Saints as well as to Catholics. The wisdom that cautions Pro- 
testants against receiving the statements of apostate Catholics—ex-monks 
and ex-nuns, etc.—should also preside when “upost:.te Mormons” and ex- 
Mormon priests,” and women “ escaped from the Murmons,” relate their bair- 
breadth adventures,(?) or “ expose” the alleged crime of that people. R. 


OrrEeRINGs REecervep ror Mantr Tempie.—Reeee Jerkins, ts.; Miry A. 
Evans, Gl.; Avie Cross, 1x; Alma Crore, 6d.; Elizabeth Pearce, 6d.; Wm. Ferrell, 
1s.; Wm. Plummer, James Hawks, I.; June Hawks, 6d.; James Coulan, 
Alice Howes, 18.; Michael Bryan, 24.; Elisabeth Ellis, 3d.; Ann Bruitte 
waite, &.; Harvie Robins, 3d.; A sister (Sheffield), 34; Gee. Hemenway, 6d. ; 
Mary A. Hodgkiwon, Ia; Chas. Beard, 64; Arthur Ball, 18.; A sister (Birm- 
ingham), 6d. | 


EmiGraTIon Norice.—By advices, just received, we are enabled to confirm 
the statement published in last week’s Star; viz: The rate of fares for this 
season will not exceed £12. to Salt Lake City, Ogden, Provo, or Montpelier; 
for members of the Church only We again remind intending emigrants that 
they must provide themselves. with about £1., per each adult, to pay for provi- 
sions, etc, required on the seven days overland journey. Another company 
of British Saints will sail, per S.S. Wyoming, on June 23rd; applications for 
passage should be sent to this. offiee ae soon as possible. 

Ruizs or Heattu.—aA private se-ociation in London has reeently issued 
the f. MHowing Twelve Rules for Our Habits of Living,” which have met 
with high eommendation from many leading members of the medical pro- 
fession:—1 Reduce the quantity ef animal food generally consumed. 2. Avoid 
the consumption vf perk in any form. 3. Substitute whole me) bread for 
the greatly mmpoverished and almost. indigestible white loaf. 4. Eat freely af 
— — fruite alb meals & Use ee an a breabfast and 
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tea or coffee — neither of the latter has n 
properties. 6. Let the yo ially always begin the day with a su 
stantial meal of thoroughly boiled porridge and scalded milk—milk in its 
natural state not being fitted for human food. 7. Largely reduce the quan- 
tity of alcoholic drinks in general use—or discontinue them (as non · nutritive) 
altogether. 8. Remove every article of clothing (inner as well as outer) worn 
during the day before retirmg to rest. 9. Turn each of inner clothing 
outs de in, and shake and hang up. 10. Bathe in cold or — water every 
morning, scrubbing down with flesh brush or stiff sponge, and making use of 
common soap—in the absence of a bath use a 21 with tub or basin. 
11. Except in very inclement or boisterous weather open bed- room window 
two inches at top and bottom before retiring to rest. 12. During the day 
remove and hang up bed clothes near open windows. Our average “ genera- 
tions” might thus be greatly extended, and centenarians become numerous. 
We would add, as a fitting summary to the foregoing rules: Observe the 
“Word of Wisdom.” 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
—0 
A Brisbane telegram reports serious riots in Queensland in connection with the immi - 
. gration of the Chinese. 

THe King of Portugal is said to be in such a poor condition of health that he has 
resolved upon delegating to Prince Carlos authority to sign State documents. 

A Vienna correspondent telegraphs that trustworthy information has reached him 
from St. Petersburg of a fresh demonstration which Russia is preparing against England 
in-Central Asia. 


Drum and Moradahad, in India, have been visited by a terrific hailstorm, in which, it 
is reported, that a hundred and fifty persons were killed. Some of the hailstones are 
alleged to have weighed two pounds, resembling melons in size. 

Ma. Stanhope, Secretary of War, received a deputation of metropolitan members of 
Parliament on the 10th inst., with reference to the defense of London. In the.couzse of 
his reply, Mr. Stanhope deprecated utterances calculated to cause panic, and said our 
preparations compared not unfavorably with those of foreign Powers, though there was 
urgent need for immediate action at all the military ports and coaling stations. | 

Putsce Ferdinand of Bulgaria was entertained at luncheon in the hall of the Great 
Sobranje at Trinova, by the officers of the Trinova Regiment. In the course of a 
speech which he delivered the Prince said: Here, in this building, I swore to lead 
Bulgaria to the goal marked out for her by history. Now, before you, I repeat my 
oath, and assure you from my heart and soul that I will adhere, without sparing myself, 
to my promise before God and the people. In this same building I renounced all and 
became a Bulgarian. I declared that the Bulgarian ideal was my ideal. To give Bul- 
garia her independence is for me a sacred task, for the accomplishment of which I am 
ready to sacrifice my life. Follow me, and Bulgaria, with God’s help, will become happy 
and glorious, and her independence will be assured.” 


MINUTES OF THE BRISTOL CONFERENCE, 
HELD AT THE JUVENILE ODDFELLOWS HALL, OHELTENHAM, SUNDAY, 
APRIL 29, 1888. 

—0 


ELpERs present on the stand: B. H. Conference, and James J. Chandler, 
Roberts, of the Liverpool Office; H. of the London Conference. 
ing, ©. singing. 
Rhees,; Traveling Eiders in the Bristol Prayer by Bider Leaing — 


— — — 
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Elder Roberts said that he had 
great pleasure in again meeting with 
the Saints in Cheltenham, but he ex- 
pected the Saints would feel disap- 
pointed to learn that Presideat Teas- 
dale could not be with tbem. A com- 

ny of Saints had left Liverpool for 

tub the day before, and President 
Teasdale was anxious to see them off; 
a company of Elders from Utah on 
missions had arrived the same day 
and it was necessary for him to meet 
them and give them their appoint- 
ments; but he had sent his good 
wishes that the S:ints in Cheltenham 
might have a good time in Conference, 
and that the blessings of God would 
rest upon them. 

Brother Roberts reminded the con- 
gregation that it was seven months 
since he last bad the pleasure of meet- 
ing the Saints in Cheltenham; and he 
thought it would be a good thing if 
they would look back upon that time 
and see how much they bad progressed. 
Each one should be able to say that 
he had made some progress in that 
time. We should be able to say that 
we were better Saints, and better 
men and women than we were seven 
months ago, Part of his duty was to 
see and report upon what progress had 
been made in this Conference, and 
therefure he wanted to hear the re- 
ports from the Elders, 

Elder Green reported his labors in 
the Bristol District. He had experi- 
enced great pleasure in his labors, and 
though he had not baptized many he 


bad baptized a few; had done a good 8 


deal of work in delivering tracts, and 
had held many good meetings, but the 
indifference of the people was great, 
Eider Howell, President of the 
Cheltenham Branch, was pleased to 
say that most of the Saints in the 
Cheltenham Branch were doing well 
and living up to the requirements o 
the Guspel. A good work had been 
done in this District, and though there 
were some Saints who had not been 
doing just as well as he should like 
to see them, he was in hopes they 
would do better in the future. He 
testified to the truth of the work. 
Elder Seegmiller reported the 


Southern part of the Conference; said 
that the Saints in his part of the Con- 
ference were very few and very much 
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scattered, but he hoped that more 
would be brought to see the truth of 
the Gospel which was being preached 
to them, and that they would come 
out and join this Church of Jesus 
Christ. 

E'der Rhees then reported the 
Nuilsworth Branch. He was very 
much pleased to say that there were 
some very good Saints in the District 
in which he labored, and that they 
were trying to live their religion. 
They had heard the Gospel years ago, 
and had been faithful ever since, “fie 
had been well received both by Saints 
and strangers, and many were con- 
vinced of the truth of the Gospel, but 
they were not willing to take up their 
cross and follow the Muster. 

President Bowring said that he was 
pleased to say there was a good spirit 
prevailing among the Saints through- 
out the Conference. The Elders were 
too modest to speak of themselves, 
but they had done some faithful work. 
They had held some good meetings in 
and around Bristol, and many had 
seen the truth of the Gospel and were 
willing to be baptized, but they had 
much opposition to meet with. Some 
of their meetings had been broken up 
and they themselves assaulted, and 
that had retarded the good work to 
some extent. 

The meeting closed with singing. 
Benediction by President Bowring. 


2 30 p.m. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder 
inging. 

The Sacrament was administered 
by Elders Green and Seegmiller. | 

All the authorities of the Church 
were sustained in the usual manner. 

Elder Leaing reported the Chelten- 
ham District. He had labored 
through the summer of last year in 
preaching in the streets, and though 
there had been many who had stopped 
to listen, there were very few that 
cared to do anything else. Durin 
the winter months he had done a dit- 
ferent kind of work. He had been 
going from house to house delivering 
tracts and talking to the people. 
that manner he had gone to 2,100 
families with the Gospel, but up to 
the present time he been more of 
a sower than a reaper. He exhorted 
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the strangers who were in the meet- 
ing to seek after the truth for them- 
selves, for God had a that 
those who asked should receive, and 
that one man could not stand upon 
the testimony of another, but must 
have the spirit of light and truth for 
himself, 


Elder Chandler then took the stand. d 


He said he had the pleasure of ad- 
dressing the S:iots of Cheltenham for 
the first time, and was thankful to be 
able to partuke of the emblems of the 
sufferings of our Lord and Savior with 
the Suints in this Conference. He 
spoke of the work that Christ had 
done upon the earth, and of the belief 
of the Christians in this day that faith 
alone would save them. Christ and 
His apostles, however, told the people 
of that day different. Faith without 
works was dead, and men must do the 
will of God and keep His command- 


ments before they can expect to re- 


ceive the blessings which were 
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prom- 
ised to those who did the will of the 
Father. 
Singing. Benediction by Elder 
Roberts. 


6-30 p.m. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Chan- 
ler. Singing. 
The time was occupied by Elder 
Roberts in a discourse, from the text: 
“God has again spoken.” He was 
listened to attentively throughout. 

All the meetings during the day had 
been very successful; the Sduts for 
many miles round attending the meet- 
ings, and many strangers were pre- 
sent, but the evening meeting was the 
best attended, every seat in the hall 
being occupied. 
Singing. Banediction by Brother 


Howell. 
Cuas. Hitt, Clerk. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 
Salt Lake policemen are to be uniformed. 
There are numerous cises of scarlet fever in Salt Lake City. 
The thermometer reached 79 degrees at Salt Lake City, April 21st. 
Over a thousand shade trees have been put out in Beaver this spring. 
The Moroni Co-operative Company are making an addition to their build- 


ing to meet the demands of trade. 


The snow in the mountains about Silt Lake Valley is very light 
there is, however, is said to be frozen almost solid. 


What 


Chester Draper, a son of William Draper, of Moroni, was accidently shot 
and killed by Percy Candland, on Saturday, April 14, 1888, at Chester, 


Sanpete Co., Utah. 


The News says: Under the present excessively hot weather, for the 
season, the grain fields in Salt Lake Valley are being literally scorched up. 
If the heat continues many days longer, hundreds of acres of small grain will 


be ruined.’ 


Col. John Reese, an old resident of Salt Lake City, died at six o'clock, on 
the evening of April 20th. He appeared in his usual health in the morning, 
but about 3 p.m. complained of a feeling of weakness. He rapidly sank until 
his death. He was in bis eightieth year. 

Four very heavy shocks of earthquake occurred at Ephraim on the early 
morning of April 19th. Many people woke up, and at first did not know what 
it meant. Bottles on shelves were rattling, etc., and there was quite a dis- 
turbance for a little while. It lasted only a few seconds. 
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